
 

 

 

 

 

What is National Pro Bono Week? 

National Pro Bono Week is an annual week to recognise the contribution lawyers make, 

free-of-charge, to many people and organisations in need of legal advice who otherwise 

would not be able to afford it.  It supports and promotes the pro bono legal advice carried 

out by solicitors, barristers and chartered legal executives throughout the year and provides 

thought leadership on pro bono topics through a series of events run across England and 

Wales throughout the week. It is currently in it sixteenth year. 

When is National Pro Bono Week?  

NPBW 2017 is taking place Monday 6 November to Saturday 11 November. 

Why support pro bono week? 

Each year the legal profession and the pro bono third sector comes together to reflect on 

the pro bono advice they are carrying out to improve access to justice. Over the years we 

have seen an increasing need for pro bono services and witnessed the unprecedented 

response of lawyers to meet this demand.   

National Pro Bono Week can be an effective strategic tool for enhancing and expanding local 

efforts to increase access to justice for all. The legal profession across the country has used 

the week to increase pro bono participation and expand legal services to lower income 

individuals and groups. Although national in breadth, the week provides an opportunity for 

the legal profession and third sector to come together and review, appraise and support 

local pro bono efforts. A guiding principle of the NPBW Committee is to support these local 

efforts.  

 What are the goals for National Pro 

Bono Week? 

1. Recruiting more pro bono volunteers and 
increasing legal services to individuals, 
charities and community groups who 
cannot afford to pay for them.  

2. Improving community understanding and 
support for pro bono.  

3. Fostering collaborative relationships. 
4. Recognising the pro bono efforts of English 

and Welsh lawyers. 



Who organises National Pro Bono Week? 

National Pro Bono Week is organised by a committee which is made up 

of interested parties from the legal profession and the third sector.  

Committee members are drawn from the members of the Attorney 

General's Domestic Pro Bono Committee.  The current committee 

includes representatives from the Law Society, the Bar Council, the 

Chartered Institute of Legal Executives (CILEx), the judiciary, LawWorks, 

the Bar Pro Bono Unit, the Public Interest Lawyer's Network (PILnet) and the Access to 

Justice Foundation.  

The Week is sponsored by the Law Society, The Bar Council, and CILEx. 

Who can attend the events?  

Unless specifically stated, events held during the week are open to anyone who is interested 

in pro bono.  Attendees range across city CSR managers, law centre advisers, university 

lecturers and pro bono lawyers.  

Can I run my own event?  

Many firms, charities, law schools, law centres and CABx around England & Wales run 

successful and effective events during National Pro Bono Week.  

If you are planning an event, please let us know so we can include it on the NPBW Timetable 

which is hosted on the National Pro Bono Centre website. 

Can I tweet about the week? 

Yes, if you are tweeting about National Pro Bono Week, please use #WeDoProBono 

What is Pro Bono Legal Work? 

When we refer to "pro bono legal work" we 

mean legal advice or representation 

provided by lawyers in the public interest 

including to individuals, charities and 

community groups who cannot afford to pay 

for that advice or representation and where 

public and alternative means of funding are 

not available. 

Legal work is pro bono legal work only if it is 

free to the client, without payment to the lawyer or law firm (regardless of the outcome) 

and provided voluntarily either by the lawyer or his or her firm. 

Pro Bono Legal Work is always only an adjunct to, and not a substitute for, a proper system 

of publicly funded legal services. 

 

http://www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk/


 

Is Pro Bono Legal Work the same as Legal Aid? 

No. Legal Aid is state funded legal work for individuals to provide advice 

and representation in legal proceedings. Pro Bono is only ever an 

adjunct to, and not a substitute for, Legal Aid. 

How can I get more information? 

Please visit www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk for more information about the National 

Pro Bono Week. Here you can view our pro bono guide, download our events toolkit, 

browse and add pro bono volunteering opportunities on our volunteer portal and see what 

events are happening during the week on the events calendar. 

To find out more please contact Valerie: 

Rebecca Wilkinson 

Pro Bono and Public Legal Education Policy Adviser 

The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1PL  

020 7316 5662 

Rebecca.Wilkinson@lawsociety.org.uk  
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