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What is National Pro Bono Week? 

National Pro Bono Week is an annual week to recognise the contribution lawyers make, 

free-of-charge, to many people and organisations in need of legal advice who otherwise 

would not be able to afford it.  It supports and promotes the pro bono legal advice carried 

out by solicitors, barristers and chartered legal executives throughout the year and provides 

thought leadership on pro bono topics through a series of events run across England and 

Wales throughout the week.  

When is National Pro Bono Week?  

NPBW 2017 is taking place Monday 6 November to Saturday 11 November  

What are the goals for National Pro Bono Week? 

 Recruiting additional pro bono volunteers and increasing legal services to individuals, 

charities and community groups who cannot afford to pay for them. 

  Improving community understanding and support for pro bono. 

 Fostering collaborative relationships 

 Recognising the pro bono efforts of English and Welsh lawyers. 

How do I run my own event as part of National Pro Bono Week? 

Many firms, charities, law schools, law centres and CABx around England & Wales run 

successful and effective events during 

National Pro Bono Week.  

If you are planning an event, please let us 

know so we can include it on the NPBW 

Timetable which is hosted on the National 

Pro Bono Centre website. 

How to I share our event? 

If you are tweeting about your event, or 

anything else related to National Pro 

Bono Week, please use #WeDoProBono

http://www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk/
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For Firms 
 Pro Bono talks: Talks on pro bono by a senior partner or a CSR manager on a particular 

project that has been done during the year. This is the opportunity to celebrate a pro 

bono project whilst also educating the rest of the firm about the opportunities available.  

 Articles: Articles for in-firm newsletters - the week is a great hook to convince the editor 

to cover your work.  

 Shadowing: Shadowing evenings at the firms' pro bono clinic for new members of staff. 

This is a great way to introduce new staff to pro bono whilst also allowing them to 

network with other members of the firm.  

 Fundraising: Fundraising events for local Legal Support Trusts, law centres or CABx. Join 

in the events fun by the Legal Support Trusts, particularly the Great Legal Quiz which 

takes place in the middle of National Pro Bono Week: Wednesday 4th November.  

 Debates: In firm debates on the direction of pro bono. You could pick a controversial 

topic such as: "the pros & cons of targets", or " should pro bono be compulsory?"  

For Organisations 

 Coffee mornings a.k.a Thanks A Latte:  You could run an "Open House" with coffee and 

cake for volunteers (and potential new volunteers!) during National Pro Bono Week. 

 Awards/recognition events: We are sure you have un-sung pro bono champions 

working on your projects. This is your opportunity to celebrate them.  

 Speaker events: You could invite a local (or national) pro bono star to talk about pro 

bono. This is a great way to engage with the wider pro bono sector in your area.  

 Articles: Ask to have your pro bono project featured in your local Law Society Newsletter 

 

For Law Schools: 

 Awards/recognition events: This is your opportunity to celebrate the student pro bono 

stars in your law schools. Everyone loves receiving recognition & it's a great way to 

publicise great work!   

 Speaker events: You could invite a local pro bono lawyer in to talk about the value of 

pro bono on students' applications as well as to the local community.  

 Articles: Ask to have your pro bono project featured in your law school newsletter. 

 

Just Do What You Always Do… but do it during National Pro Bono Week.  Schedule 

whatever events you usually have as part of your program, whether a clinic, training, award 

ceremony, or fundraiser, but simply hold it during the week. Post your event on the National 

Pro Bono Centre website and get free national exposure. If it is a particularly creative or 

innovative program, send it to us and we’ll feature it on the NPBW webpage.
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1. Collaborate! Take Advantage of Existing Networks and Communities  
Get in touch with other pro bono lawyers and projects in your local area. Draw on the 

support of your local Law Societies, CILEx branches and local legal support trusts. These 

groups can often help you publicise events, and might even be able to help you organise 

events, or at least suggest ideas for speakers.  

A special event might be just the occasion for a new partnership that develops and 

extends pro bono work in your local area.  

 

2. Don’t Reinvent the Wheel  
The National Pro Bono Centre website (www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk) has ideas 

and resources for National Pro Bono Week events. These resources are there for your 

use! 

We can help you with ideas, posters, publicity, logos, press releases. And if we don't 

have it, just ask and we can look into creating it.  

 

3. Context is key 
The National Pro Bono Week has themes and aims, but within each of them is room for 

all kinds of events and activities. We know that there is a huge diversity of projects and 

programmes taking place across England & Wales, and what works well in Carlisle might 

not be the right fit for Bournemouth.  

Please take what you can from our ideas and add your own local twist.  

 

4. Have a Communications Plan  
Your event is unlikely to achieve its purpose if no one knows about it or hears about it. 

Develop a communications plan (see more information on the NPBW webpage) with 

clear goals and intended audiences. Write letters to your local paper, send out a press 

release, send invites to your local journalists. And who knows - you might attract a new 

supporter of pro bono in the process.  

 

5. Have Fun!  
Be prepared, do your work, and when your event arrives, enjoy the fruits of your labour!  

 


